Moon phases
A Moon phase is what we call the shape of the part of the Moon’s surface visible from Earth at a given moment. The time elapsed between two identical phases (e.g. from one new moon to another) is approximately 29,5 day. This is the so called synodic month and it is about 2 days longer than the time the Moon needs to revolve around the Earth (a sidereal month lasts 27,3 days). In the first half of the cycle we say that the Moon waxes (the visible part gets bigger), and in the second half it wanes (the visible part gets smaller).
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