Earth rotates
Each day the Sun rises and sets because the Earth rotates around it’s own axis. As the rotation progresses, different parts of the planet are starting to get floodlit by the Sun’s rays, and others are getting shrouded in darkness. The Earth performs a full rotation in 23 hours 56 minutes and 4 seconds in relation to the distant stars, however in relation to the Sun this rotation lasts 24 hours. This period of time is called a day. Below the 12 pictures (taken every 2 hours) show how the line marking the beginning of a day and the end of a night moves around the globe.
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The sky rotates
We don’t sense the Earth’s rotation. However we see every night the stars going in circles around the Sky’s North Pole. Close to it there is a bright star of the Small Dipper, called the Polaris.
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The Earth rotation’s axis doesn’t change it’s position during the Earth’s movement around the Sun (a schematic graphic on the side). This is why it is always pointed towards the same spot in the sky – the far away Polaris.

[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]
image7.emf

image8.emf

image9.emf

image10.emf

image11.emf

image12.emf

image13.emf

image14.emf

image1.emf

image2.emf

image3.emf

image4.emf

image5.emf

image6.jpeg




